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and the wooing of Hera in the Oljmpische Frtthling
is a very loveless affair. Of all Spitteler's prose
works my preference goes to Madchenfeinde (1907,
but written much earlier),1 a delightfully fresh little
story which opens up wide vistas, although it only
tells about three schoolchildren.
In 1900 Spitteler inaugurated the twentieth century
with the first volume of his Olympischer Fruhlmg;
the second volume appeared in 1906 ; and the whole
poem, remodelled, in 1910. It is an epic in five books,
thirty-three cantos and between eighteen and nineteen
thousand lines. Here, as in his previous works, he
deliberately flouted his public, one might say; for who
wanted to read an epic in the twentieth century ?
The epic, he was told on every side, was dead ; to
attempt to revive it as a vehicle of serious poetic
thought, was merely putting back the hands of the
clock.2 But Spitteler has sinned more grievously than
in the mere choice of an unpopular form of poetry ;
he, a modern poet, has made his theme the gods of
Greece. Wagner, it is true, had made the gods of
the north popular by grafting on them a very modern
philosophy ; but Greek mythology—that was merely
going back to an effete classicism! And to crown all:
Spitteler has written his epic in a six-foot rhyming
verse which only differs from the alexandrine in the
freedom of its caesura ; and that more than a hundred
years after Goethe and Schiller had agreed that the
alexandrine, with its recurrent jingle, was an
impossible thing in German ! Thus, taken all in all,
it would have been difficult to conceive anything less
likely to catch the ear of the public. But the Qlym-
pische Fruhling could not be ignored as Prometheus had
been, and in the course of these twenty years steadily
1	Recently translated into English by the Viscountess de  Roquette-
Buisson, as Two Little Misogynists^ New York, 1922.
2	See Spitteler's brief essay, "Das verbotene Epos", in Lacbende Wabr-
beiten, Leipzig, 1898, pp. 59 ff., which might well serve as a preface to his
epic.    On the poem itself, cp. R. Messleny, Karl Spitteler und das nettdeutscbe
Epos (Deutsche Er^ahlttngskunst, I), Halle, 1918, and Paul Lang, Carl Spittelers
Olympischer Frtihling, Olten, 1920.

